
Christmas –  Hints/Fun Facts/Brain Teasers  

Use this informa�on however you like to provide hints/informa�on/ask 

ques�ons and promote discussion and reminiscing among the residents while 

comple�ng the Music Bingo.  

I remind the residents that they may not know all of the songs but if they 

listen carefully, they can o�en pick the “hook line” (or most repeated 

word/phrase which is o�en the �tle of the song).  

1.  Six White Boomers – Rolf Harris 1960. Did you know the “6 white 

Boomers” are called: Jackaroo, Curly, Bluey, Two -Up, Desert-Head and 

Snow 

2.  Jingle Bells – 1850 USA inspired by one horse open-sleigh races in Salem 

and Pleasant Street Massachuse�s 

3.  We Wish You a Merry Christmas  -English Carol late 16th Century. It was 

sung by children on Christmas Eve as they went house to house singing 

the song and hoping for sweet treats in return. 

4.  Santa Baby – 1953 Song performed by Eartha Kit. Tongue in cheek look 

at a Christmas list addressed to Santa Claus by a woman who wants 

extravagant gi�s such as fur coats, yachts and decora�ons from Tiffany’s. 

5.  Silent Night – 1816 German and translated into over 300 languages. 

During WW1 on Christmas eve during a truce on the ba�lefield it was 

sung simultaneously in German, English and French. 

6.  Away In a Manger (Two different versions of this song). This version 

German C.1500. The second version uses an English tune composed 

C.1840. 

7.  Aussie Jingle Bells – 1992 Australian Colin Buchanan using the tune to 

Jingle Bells. Lots of very Australian references. 

8.  Joy to the World – English 1719. Words inspired by Psalm 98:4. 

9.  The First Noel has roots in 15th Century but not published un�l 1823 in 

England. Noel is French for Christmas. 

10.   Santa Claus is Coming to Town  – American 1934.  Santa Claus=St. 

Nicholas. 

11.  O Come All Ye Faithful  (originally wri�en in La�n as Adeste Fideles) 

English 1751. 

12.  Hark the Herald Angels Sing - English 1739. Inspired by the bells of the 

churches ringing at Christmas �me. 



13. Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer – 1939 first appeared in a marke�ng 

campaign for a major retailer who were giving away colouring books at 

Christmas �me to en�ce children and parents to a�end their store. 

Rudolph later appeared in cartoons, songs, comics, anima�on and even 

a feature-length film. 

14. All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth  -1944 Wri�en by an 

American music teacher who no�ced, when asking his students what 

they wanted for Christmas, that 16 out of the 22 students were having 

trouble saying Christmas due to them missing their two front teeth. He 

then wrote the Novelty Christmas song. 

15. White Christmas – Wri�en by Irving Berlin for the Musical “Holiday Inn” 

but made very popular by Bing Crosby on 1942.  

16. Have Yourself a Merry Li�le Christmas  – Made popular by Judy Garland 

in 1944 musical “Meet Me in St Louis”. Frank Sinatra also had a very 

popular version. 

17. Good King Wenceslas  - tells the story of patron saint of Czech Republic 

(Duke of Bohemian – King Wenceslas C.930). His statue stands today in 

Wenceslas Square Prague. His feast day is celebrated 28 th September. 

The Feast of Stephen men�oned in the song takes place on December 

26th. The carol tells the story of travelling through a harsh winter 

bringing food and firewood to the poor. 

18. The Li�le Drummer Boy  - based on a Czech lullaby (Carol of the Drum) 

but made popular by Trapp Family singers in 1951.The modern-day 

version has been a�ributed to an American female composer and was 

made famous again by David Bowie and Bing Crosby in 1982/83. 

19. The 12 Days of Christmas –Actually begins on Christmas Day (birth of 

Christ) and ends with the coming of the three wise men (January 6th) 

Dates back to 1780 but the modern day version was wri�en as a 

memory song by an English composer in 1909. 

20. Deck the Halls - Welsh melody (1700’s) and Sco�sh words 1862. A 

“Hall” has come to symbolise a UK manor house or the biggest room/hall 

in a big house. 



MUSIC  BINGO  -  Christmas

1. Six White Boomers

2. Jingle Bells

7. Aussie Jingle Bells

5. Silent Night

3. We Wish You a Merry Christmas

4. Santa Baby

6. Away in a Manger

19. The 12 Days of Christmas

17. Good King Wenceslas

18. The Little Drummer Boy

14. All I Want for Christmas is My Two Front Teeth

13. Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer

15. White Christmas

20. Deck the Halls

16. Have Yourself a merry Little Christmas

9. The First Noel

8. Joy to the World

12. Hark The Herald Angels Sing

10. Santa Claus is Coming to Town

11. O Come All Ye Faithful
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